
J.M. DeMATTEIS and KENT WILLIAMS discuss their unique new Epic series. 
PLUS: An inside look at the rest of the Epic titles, including the Shadow Line Saga. 
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CLAREMONT, JOHN BUSCEMA 
and KLAUS JANSON. Also in that 
premiere installment will be a Man- 
Thing by STEVE GERBER and 
TOM SUTTON, a Shang-Chi, 
Master of Rung Fu by DOUG 
MOENCH and TOM GRINDBERG. 

Starjammers *Trory Ty'^DAVE 
COCKRUM, Deathlock, The In¬ 
boy, The Punisher. 

were still on for writerlJS^DeMAT- 
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icelled Once A Hero TV 


of Marve 
O’SHEA j 


), which starred MILO 
nd JOSH BLAKE. One of 
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The last issue of Spellbound (#6) 


$2.25, and, of course, be written by 
LOUISE SIMONSON, pencilled by 
TERRY SHOEMAKER and inked by 
CARL POTTS. 


on Venom, a recent adversaries 

#299 brought to you by DAVID 
MICHELININE, writer, TODD Mac- 
FARLANE, penciller, and BOB 
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“To live outside the law, you must be honest. 

—Bob Dylan 


PerspectiveI 

by Bob Hughes ! 


, but it's not going to attract new before being allowed to purchase, 
lers to the store or bring repeat A second method of “controlling" 
ss from the curious. A person distribution championed by many 
isn’t read a comic book in years publishers is packaging their wares in 
ops in because he's heard about a more expensive format. Anyone who 
Knight and wants to try it and tells you that charging a higher price 


equivalents, of not categorizing 
targeting, or labelling the product 


and code-approved characters frequent 


lion. If anything^ putting a higher 
more likely to guarantee that the work 

tially irate parent than anything else. 

Having failed to develop marketing 
and display techniques for their pro¬ 
ducts. comic book publishers have 
been reduced to developing labelling 
systems. This is not a percent develop¬ 
ment. The Comics Code Authority 
has been guaranteeing readers and 



that the publisher. Dell (used to / 
publish comics didn't they?) has t 
created a special imprint. Laurel Leaf i 
Books, designated as "outstanding i 


college professor is listed as t 
ant. Books In Print designates 1 
; as suitable for 7th through I 
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BOTH SHADOW 
AND SUBSTANCE 

A Preview of Epic’s New 
“Shadow Line” Books &. More 



by Brad Elliott 


gets a new flagship book—or 

Collectively they are known as the 
"Shadow Saga" and were designed as 


[Epic editor-in-chiefl Archie [Good- 
wnt/s," says Chichester. “He created 
the. whole world, as far as the back¬ 
ground of the three titles, and did the 
primary development work on the first 

“What Archie really wanted to do 
was give the Epic line something that 

Epic, because we're so eclectic in our 
choices of what we’ll do,” adds Clark. 
"He felt that by creating the Shadow 
Line, there'd be the reaction of 'Oh 
yeah, they do those three interrelated 
books.’ The idea was to give the Epic 
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Clark, respectively the associate 


editor and managing editor at Epic, The basic premise of the Shadow Line 
“Basically, the whole concept is books, according to Chichester, “is 
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50 years of Caniff's 
greatest theme are 
finally collected into 
one great volume! 

Featuring the best of Milton 
Caniff's patriotic and holiday 
newspaper art culled from Terry 
and the Pirates, Steve Canyon 
and Caniff's early work. 

Highllights Include: 

— the Terry page read intro the 
Congressional record 

— rare and obscure daily panels 
and strips 

— Armed Forces Day strips 

— Public Service drawings 

— The Boy Scouts 

— and much more! 

Edited by Shel Dorf 
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Drawing Blood 


A Few Words With 



by Michael Eury 


e (Heavy 6 Meml^Epic illustrated, 
Moonshadow) to book illustrations to 
magazine visuals (Psychology Today, 
New England Monthly, Self). His 
work has won awards and been repre- 

tions. And he is one half of the team 

usually supports only super-heroes 
and ninjas. 

He’s Kent Williams, and he’s draw¬ 
ing Blood.. .Blood: A Tale, that is, 

his thoughts on Epic Comics' engross- 

collaborate with author—and next 
door neighbor—J.M. DeMatteis. 

This interview was conducted via 
telephone on Monday, October 19, 
1987. -Michael Eury 

yj MAZING HEROES: Provide 


ing, what schools you went to, etc., 
etc., including what were your first 
jobs doing illustrated work? 

KENT WILLIAMS: After high 
school graduation in 1980, I moved 
from New Bern, North Carolina to 
New York and studied drawing, 
painting, and illustration at Pratt 
Institute. While I was still in school, 
I started drawing short stories for Epic 
Illustrated and Heavy Metal. 

AH: Where they your first 
professional sale? And if not, what 



WILLIAMS: My first sale was 
actually a one-page story to Eclipse 
Monthly. It was a story written by 
George Pratt, a friend of mine who 
is writing and illustrating an Enemy 
Ace project for DC. 


J.M. DeMatteis when you drew a fill- 
in issue of his Moonshadow series, 
and now you are both next door 
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either flaughtt 
a little confus 


concepts ? 

WILLIAMS: 


There are a few artists doing nothing 

great on different types of projects. 
I’ve been told some European artists 
will first draw a book that will make 

a book they really want to do. That 
way, everyone stays happy. 


don’t know how sales 






















































something that’s essentially a six-issue 

the themes and ideas behind the story. 
It will be fun. When you’re doing 
Kirby, you’ve got to do it big, you’ve 

AH: In the first issue of the original 
Forever People series, Superman 
visited the group in ' 'supertown. ’ ’ 
Now you've aged the Forever People 
15 years, while Superman has re¬ 
mained virtually ageless. Are you 
attempting to explain this age 
dilemma, or are you simply ignoring 

DeMATTEIS: yeah, that’s a good 
way to put it...I’m ignoring it 
[laughter]! The nice thing about the 
post-Crisis DC Universe is that you 
can ignore anything you want to 
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VIDEO 




II find out why 
ugh a trio of hi: 

t this "Spotlight 


. ... . , _ 1) The Amazing Spider-Man, MCA 

by MichaelEury Home Video, 100 min., $29.95. won rap.u cat 

It was on Saturday morning in photographing ac 
1967, September 9th to be exact, that in a dismal atten 
A lthough Superman has appeared ABC-TV premiered Spiderman illusion of anim 
n on film and television more than (minus the proper hyphen), on the shoddy episodi 
any other comic book super-hero, the same day that Hanna-Barbera’s Fan- Lawrence’s prio 
various celluolid adventures of the tastic Four animated show debuted, most fans expect 
Amazing Spider-Man are more readi- Spider-Man (from now on, I’ll refer their version of 
ly available to videocassette con- to the program by using the correct were pleasantly s 
sumers, with over a dozen tapes on spelling of the character’s name) was program first air 
the market starring Marvel Comics’ the product of the now-defunct This Spider-M 
popular Wall Crawler. Spider-Man Grantray-Lawrence Studios, the same opened with a s 
has headlined no less than three TV folks that created the infamous Marvel which is still whi 
series: a 1960s animated program, a Superheroes program a year earlier. 

1970s prime time entry, and a 1980s The egregious Marvel Superheroes 

let’s nofforget Spidey’s appearances culed—as having the most severely 


- series I remember Clutch Cargo and 
k Space Angel, where real lips were 
e superimposed for dialogue and char- 

g pretty poorly animated, but I defer for 
now.-KDJ. These cartoon adven- 

the Incredible Hulk, the Sub-Mariner, 
and the Mighty Thor were quite 
literally lifted from the comics page, 


Vian. Does whateve 
(My favorite line 
Listen, bud. He’s j 


itely, none of th< 


a TV sc 


; en [I di 


?, Mike, r 
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OF NOVELS & GRAPHIC NOVELS 



published. dedicated SF fans praise to the skies; around to take a look at Jane Fancher's 

The problem is that when I tried my friend is hardly the only one. Is graphic novel adaptation of Cherryh’s 
reading C.J. Cherryh’s work for it just me, or what? At least part of The Cate oflvrel. However, not know- 
myself on his recommendation, I the problem is Cherry’s prose style, ing of my irrational prejudice against 
didn’t like it. The one book of hers which reads flabby to me, as though Cherryh’s work in general, the Doh- 
I’ve been able to read all the way she doesn’t revise first drafts. Well, ning Company sent me a copy for 
through, Wave Without a Shore, I maybe she does, maybe she sweats review. Perhaps I should have begged 
resented every minute I spent plow- over every word, but I feel uneasy off, since I have such a strong negative 
ing through it. The novel was murkily merely reading her writing line by bias going into it, but it occurs to me 
written with a premise so preposterous line, never mind the story as a whole, that this might be a good opportunity 
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bringing the work to you and hoping 
you like it anyway, but this time there’s 
an extra touch: a color photograph of 
Fancher on her horse, Venus. That’s 
cute—and I hope Venus got an extra 

Donning has also recently published 
the first volume of Colleen Doran’s A 
Distant Soil. “Republished” might be 

as a regular black-and-white book 
from WaRP Graphics a few years ago. 
Doran and WaRP did not part corn- 


nasty battle going on between them 
over A Distant Soil. Rehashing the 


much disowned the WaRP Graphics 
edition of the title, saying that editor 
Richard Pini made changes she 
disagreed with. My thought here was 
that Richard Pini may may not have 
edited the book enough, as there were 
far too many characters to keep track 
of from one issue to the next and the 
story moved with glacial slowness. 


without editorial interference. And 
that’s just the trouble. Creators may 
regard editors as harmless drudges at 
best and meddling fools at worst, but 

of things. Editors can point things out 


the country will identify with Jason 
and Liana! Only thing is.. .don’t you 
think asking the buyer to pony up 

tinued story with no end in sight is a 


is introduce the characters and sketch 
in the background without very much 
happening. Also, the story really sags 


I can’t say this too strongly. I tl 

marketing blunder by publishing 
tinued stories at $6.95 a pop. W 
Doran cheerfully promises in 
Afterword that “the story won’ 
finished for a long time which m< 



you, the readers, have got quite a wait 
in store for you before you find out 
the outcome," right after she explains 
how the first time she tried to tell the 
same story, the series died before 
being resolved. I’d say that we, the 
readers, have every right to go spend 

lest more reliable reading experience. 

of ever seeing the entire story or that 
the entire story will even be published. 
The only promise made is for a lot 
more expensive books over God 
knows how many years at indefinite 

On-going mega-plots spread over a 

Random fragments of a story are not 
so wonderful, particularly at these 
prices. Couldn’t this series have been 


However, the scientists aren’t the only 
ones after the kids. Shortly after the 
breakout, when Jason and Liana split 
up, he is captured by a group of bad- 

friends with a Norfolk police sergeant 
and a juvenile delinquent who is the 
cop’s favorite antagonist; then all of 


alien, a woefully noble and gentle, tall 
and slender chap with a mane of white 
hair longer than his full height, 
expounds on the background of the 


mental power is jamming tl 
psychic frequencies for the ba> 
guy aliens and they want to kill h 
toget her off the air. 

(c) Except for the white-haired guy 


knows I was never able to follow the 

of characters sitting around Norfolk, 
Viiginia, talking, talking, talking, talk¬ 
ing, published in installments that 


and get something like an overall Unfortunately, she hasn’t made me 
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A TWELVE HOUR BOOK BY TED McKEEVER 


EDDY CURRENT 


Eddy Current is the story of a lunatic, escaped from a mental institution, wearing 
a Dynamic Fusion Suit he ordered from a comic book, out to save the world 
before bedcheck the next morning, who is mistaken for the Savior by a mad nun. 
He is the only man who can stop the Mothers of radio station WSAP from censor¬ 
ing your music...and your mind. He thinks he is his hero, The Amazing Broccoli. 
Eddy Current is not your ordinary hero. Or your ordinary comic book. 


Wildly strange and 
inventive. 

—Bill Messner-Loebs 

Jonny Quest 


Should take the cake in the 
post-Watchmen derby. 

Go, Eddy, go! 

—Steve Bissette 
Swamp Thing 


Spiky, twitchy pictures. 
Buzzy, crackly words. 
Must still be plugged in, 
can't put it down. Tzzzzzt. 
—Dave Gibbons 
Watchmen 


(Almost heaven) 
—Jeff Kapalka 

Comics Week 


If you buy one indepen¬ 
dent b&w comic this 
month, make sure it is 
Eddy Current. 

—Cefn Ridout 
Speakeasy 



A neuron-frying excur¬ 
sion into a world of 
spontaneous insanity. 
— Heidi MacDonald 

Critic at Large 


Well, I'm hooked. Who 
is this smartass Ted 
McKeever and where 
does he get off writing 
better comics than I do? 
—Bruce Jones 
Twisted Tales 


Grade A-plus. 

—Don Thompson 
Comics Buyer's 
Guide 














. Four titles, 
j Four As. Four for four. Way to go, Dave. 


Look for our 
distinctive logo — 


ct 

^interview/ 


PUBLICATION 



in review 


by W. David Hall 

O n the outset, I was really glad I 
took this assignment. I had pro- 

illustrious managing editor, but, for 
reasons known only to me, they never 
got published. In fact, they never got 

less intimidating than a hero history 


December i, 








t John Constants 


: sales of the I 


problem using religious figures in 
them. I wonder, though, why this 


secure in his faith. Listen to this for 
a minute. This is a book where every¬ 
thing is larger than life. So why can’t 
the religions be portrayed as maybe 

everything else is? Sure, there are a 

ed to play God instead of follow him 
and have made religion, especially the 
Christian factions, seem laughable, 
but not everyone who believes is an 
absolute fool. Give me a break. 

Over all, however, this issue is a 
good read and well worth the price 
of admission. Whether it will continue 
to be is another thing entirely. 


could he come from?) finds a package 
home. Inside the package is a uni- 

the uniform, and a diary of the war 
hero’s exploits. (This is what you get 

So, without a second thought, Dennis 
donned the suit and becomes... sur¬ 
prise. . .a super-being. 

Here is the life of Dennis before the 

ghetto, but only through honest 
means, unlike a friend of his who got 

He also gets harrassed and called all 


Anyway, gangsters find out about the 
power harness just about the time the 
feds do (it seems the original Sgt. 
Strike grabbed the suit during a Sgt. 
Fury-type of attack on a Nazi fortress 
and went A.W.O.L. with it) and the 

















Reviews 



person, or more hopefully, a realistic 
super-hero. 

Another good sequence, perhaps 
the highlight of this issue, is a meeting 

at Marvel discussing the affect this 





































































Letters 




Don Rosa’s 

INFORMATION 

CENTER 

Questions or corrections to: Don Rosa, 
10504-B Easum Rd„ Louisville, KY 40299 


Secrets of the Legion #3 
Superboy #124, 127, 200, 205 
Superman Family #213-215, 222 

And Lou also added to my list of the appearances of 
Mon-El before he became one of those super-heroes in 
that legion that I keep talking about. Here’s that complete 
list of Mon-El’s appearances: 

Action #284, 288, 297, 306 
Adventure #293 
Jimmy Olsen #62 



me this list of Dev-Em’s appearances: 

Adventure #228, 320 

Legion of Super-Heroes #294 

Tales of the Legion of Super-Heroes #317, 322-325 

Superboy #177 (Reprint) 

Best of DC Digest #44 

Lou Mougin went on to add to my list of appearances 
of Lana Lang as “Insect Queen.” I’ll redo the entire 
corrected list, but note that the Insect Queen stories in 
Superman Family and Crisis on Infinite Earths involve 
the Lana Lang, Insect Queen of Earth-Two. 

Adventure #355, 370 
Crisis on Infinite Earths #10 
Legion of Super-Heroes #282 
Lois Lane #69 


due to the feet he may have gotten his powers from some 
sort of atomic stuff. But since you ask, I’ll tell you all 
about tne “American Crusader!” 

The American Crusader was a “Better Publications” 
hero who appeared in Thrilling #19-35, 37-39, 41 (Aug. 
1941-April 1944) and in America‘s Best #6 (1943). He was 

super-strength, super-speed and invulnerability after being 
“exposed to the rays of a giant atom smasher.” His girl 
friday was Jane Peters, who was disgusted by Archie 

you should reali2« that the American Crusader was one 
of the earliest blatant swipes of Superman, and DC 
probably would have sued if they hadn’t already been tied 
up with filing suit on poor Captain Marvel and Wonder 
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THEY BURNED HIS COUNTRY . . . 

STOLE HIS CITIZENSHIP . . . AND ROBBED HIM OF HIS DIGNITY . . . 
NOW IT'S TIME TO EVEN THE SCORE! 



BLOOD AND IRON 


BY HOWARD CHAYKIN 

THREE BOOK PRESTIGE FORMAT SHIPPING IN NOVEMBER 


TM & Copyright © 1987 DC Comtes Inc 
















